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The Conflict-Free Gold Standard 
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A common approach by which gold producers can assess and provide 

assurance that their gold has been extracted in a manner that does not 

cause, support or benefit unlawful armed conflict or contribute to serious 

human rights abuses or breaches of international humanitarian law. 

 
Why was it developed? 

 

• An industry-led approach to address concerns that link gold 

mining to the financing of armed conflict 

• Designed to “operationalise” the OECD Guidance for 

Responsible Supply Chain of Minerals from Conflict-Affected 

and High-Risk Areas 

• Intended to support responsible mining investment in 

conflict-affected areas  

• Connects with parallel industry schemes covering the 

refining, electronics and jewellery sectors 

Impact of the Conflict – Free Gold Standard 
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Why is the Conflict-Free Gold Standard important? 

Action to eradicate the misuse of gold to fund conflict 

Protects the reputation of gold 

Designed to support responsible production and avoid stigmatising 

countries  and, thereby, increasing instability and poverty 

Underlines gold’s role as a source of social and economic development 

Developed through an intensive consultation process 

Public disclosure and external assurance  

Credible and pragmatic 

First industry-led standard that seeks to define ‘responsible conduct’ in 

conflict-affected areas 
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How do we define Responsible Mining? 
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• Mining which complies with applicable laws  

 and observes high standards of safety,  

 health protection and environmental  

 stewardship. 

 

• Mining which is respectful of local communities, 

 their cultures and of their human rights; which  

 manages its impacts responsibly and which  

 provides acceptable and realistic benefits  

 for all its stakeholders.  

 

Objectives and solutions 
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Demonstrate: 

•Value creation and distribution 

•Transparency and trust 

•Direct and real beneficial impacts 
 

 

 

 

Via practical outputs... 
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1. Conflict-Free Gold Standard  
The World Gold Council has, with its members, developed the Conflict-Free Gold 

Standard, an industry-led approach to combat the potential misuse of mined gold to fund 

armed conflict. The Standard is intended to promote responsible practices throughout 

the gold mining industry. It is an open standard that is available for use by any party 

involved in the extraction of gold. 

 

2. All-in costs 
The World Gold Council supports its members and other producers in communicating 

the complex economics of gold mining. 

 

3. Gold mining – economic value and beneficial social impact 
The World Gold Council is committed to demonstrating that, responsibly undertaken, 

gold mining is a source of economic and social development. 

 

4. Gold for health 
The World Gold Council supports and articulates the substantial societal and medical 

benefits gold technology creates. 

 

 

 

Building trust and demonstrating value – our outputs 
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World Gold Council  | Newcrest | August 2013 

Responsible Gold Mining & Value Distribution report 
Objectives  

 

 
A  report that quantifies the overall economic contribution made by leading 

responsible gold mining companies. It analyses the value distributed to different 

stakeholder groups – including employees, suppliers, governments, communities 

and investors. 

 

Why was it developed? 

 

• To show how gold mining contributes to economic growth 

and development   

 

• To inform the debate about whether the benefits of mining 

are fairly distributed. 

 

• To promote co-operation and dialogue between key 

stakeholders including government, communities, companies 

and the investors who fund these companies. 

 

• Update the insights generated by the first edition of the 

report 
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Regional data – Latin America 

Country data – Peru 



LBMA & RJC Responsible Gold Forum 2014 11 November 2014 

Mining Session – Guido Battaglia 6 

Thank you 

To view a copy of  the Responsible Gold Mining Value Distribution Report 

and see views from a range of stakeholders, please visit: 

www.gold.org/gold-mining/economic-distribution/value-distribution 

 

 

World Gold Council 

10 Old Bailey, London EC4M 7NG 

T  +44 20 7826 4700 

F  +44 20 7826 4799 

www.gold.org 
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